


-2-

intends to achieve interoperability and reduce costs through a single technical
architecture that mandates a core set of common standards yet recognizes and
accommodates the unique requirements of individual functional domains. The
requirement to begin migration to the A T A was effective as of version 3.1 (March 1995)
with full compliance required by 2006. The Vice Chief of Staff, Army and I mandated
that all systems developers must address compliance to the A T A via a migration plan.
Compliance with A T A standards will be included as an evaluated requirement in all
acquisitions. All migration plans must identify program cost, schedule and
performance impacts in complying with the A T A.

Figure 1

Anny Technical Architecture

Although original versions of the AT A were primarily applicable to automated
information systems, it is recognized that in order to digitize the battlefield and achieve
interoperability I embedded real time and weapon systems must be included. The
Army established a Weapon Systems Technical Architecture Working Group
(WSTAWG) to identify specific requirements and standards peculiar to weapon
systems. The work of the WSTAWG will ensure that weapon systems are part of the
Enterprise Vision. As of ATA version 4.0 (January 1996), weapon systems
requirements are identified. All new system acquisitions must include requirements
contractually obligating vendors to comply with these commercial and government
standards. Our WSTAWG is producing horizontal requirements for weapon systems
which would be delivered at a quicker pace with financial support from OSD to facilitate
achieving the department's Joint Vision 2010. The Army proposes that our WSTAWG
provide the core foundation for a weapon systems open standards approach and
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